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Vast areas in the north temperate zone are covered by coniferous
forests (Figs. 990, 257, 260). These are well developed in Europe,
Siberia, and Canada, and in the northern, western, and south-
eastern portions of the United States. The northern boundary
coincides everywhere with the limit of tree growth. The largest

FIG. 259. Summer condition of a deciduous forest in the northeastern part of
the United States
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stands of timber in the world are found in the coniferous forests
which appear on the western coast of the United States.
Tundra. From the standpoint of plant geography the boundary
of the arctic region may be -considered as the place where the last
stunted trees disappear (Figs. 261, 262). This may be on either
side of the arctic circle. North of this limit, where ice does not
cover the ground tundra dominates the arctic region. The growth
is usually open and always dwarf, and mosses and lichens predomi-
nate. In favored situations there may be patches of meadows or
dwarfed shrubs. The growing season is very short, about two